
The Doctrine of Baptisms
Ever notice the plurality of the word baptism in Hebrews 6? It is not taught
much but it is so vital for the laying of a foundation in our lives. Let’s break this
down.

Hebrews 6:1-2
Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of
faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

We see here a multiple baptism teaching that is part of the foundational elements.
This is because there are few cleansing rituals we must undergo for the purification of
our lives in this present age in preparation for the coming age.

What Are The Baptisms?
There are a few baptism references in the scripture some of which are for now and
others for the future.

● Baptism of Water
● Baptism of Spirit
● Baptism of death (Cross / Su�ering)
● Baptism of Fire

This lesson will be discussing the baptism of the cross and of fire.

There are two that are essential for the purification of a person in this present age and
these are the baptisms of water and spirit.

First, let us understand that these principles we have been going through are the
oracles of God as we see in Hebrew 5.
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● These oracles were given to God’s people from the beginning.
● In this, we see that part of their understanding was rituals or ceremonies about

washings.
● These rituals or ceremonies were for the purification of unrighteousness. The

key reason for the ceremony of washings.

A note concerning water and spirit baptism;
Whether you have seen a baptism of water or spirit, you may see a powerful
experience take place. Baptism of water and spirit can come with so much freedom
that these moments keep us in awe of the power of God.

However powerful these baptisms are, they are nothing compared to the power and
the beauty that we are hoping for on the day. These powerful experiences that many
receive in water and by the spirit are a taste of the powers to come.

Romans 8:16-25
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we su�er with Him so that we may
also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the su�erings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the anxious longing
of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and su�ers the
pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the
first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our
adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. For in hope we have been saved, but hope
that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? But if we hope for what we
do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

Even though we are in this present age, what we are expecting in the age to come:
● Far surpass what we go through now
● Our present experiences are not to be compared to what:

○ Creation is longing for
○ Our spirits are longing for
○ What the Lord has in store for us
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And although the latter will be greater, there are rituals that we must undergo in order
to obtain the better.

There are requirements here in the present age in order to be purified for the age to
come.

Eph 2:4-10
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved ), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no
one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Jesus Loves Righteousness
● Jesus loves righteousness!
● His being and nature is righteousness
● The Kingdom of God will be a kingdom built on righteousness
● No unrighteousness will by no means enter the Kingdom of God

Jesus arrived the first time to prepare a way to come into the Kingdom of God.

Matthew 5:20 NAS
20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Psalms 84:14
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth
go before You.

Proverbs 16:12-13
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12 It is an abomination for kings to commit wicked acts, For a throne is established on
righteousness. 13 Righteous lips are the delight of kings, And he who speaks right is loved.

Romans 14:17
17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit.

Isaiah 9:7
7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of
David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness
From then on and forevermore . The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

Matthew 5:10
10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

● The baptisms are given to us as rituals from the Lord to make us righteous in
preparation for the coming Kingdom of God.

● All the baptisms are for purification.

Baptism of Fire
● The context of fire in the scripture is always connected with judgment.
● It is connected with a purifying but at the end.
● It is connected with the wrath of God

Matthew 3:7-12
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said
to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance, and do not suppose that you can
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these
stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. The axe is already laid at the
root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He
who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals;
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand,
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and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into
the barn, but He will burn up the cha� with unquenchable fire.”

● Wrath to come
● Baptism of fire - and cast into the fire.

Fire is a tool of cleansing and it will remove all filth and impurities. Today, many
people use this in a hyper-spiritual way to somehow experience God. But this is not
what this is for as the context is a final judgment and you do not want to be baptized
with fire.

Do people feel the fire when baptized with the Holy Spirit?  Yes, some have. He is
purifying things out of a person. There is a burning desire for the Lord as well. These
things are good. The issue is when we hype it up to something it wasn't meant to be.

2 Peter 3:10
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away
with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and
its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way,
what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

Baptism of The Cross
● Jesus referred to His death on the cross as a baptism to undergo.
● He is calling all of us to take on the same baptism in order to rise to new life

with Him.

Romans 8:16
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we su�er with Him so that we may
also be glorified with Him.

● It is through su�ering that we can receive glory.

Luke 12:50
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"But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!

● This is the baptism of the cross
● The baptism of su�ering
● He is calling us to do the same

Mark 10:38
But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the
cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?"

Acts 14:22
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and
saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."

● It is through su�ering in this present age that you can live a righteous life.
● When you die to the ways of the world, you die to the pleasures.
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